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BILINGUAL CLASSROOMS -  

TWO TEACHERS, TWO LANGUAGES

Immersive instruction has proven to be the most effective  
method of language acquisition. That’s why we have developed 
our unique and very effective bilingual and biliterate teaching  
model. One English speaking teacher and one German  
speaking teacher work side-by-side in each classroom,  
team-teaching each Unit of Inquiry. At times they teach  
together in a whole class setting, and at other times each  
teacher focuses on developing the language proficiency in a  
particular subject with a smaller group. The objective is to  
ensure that all students are proficient in both English and German –  
regardless of the child’s  native language – by the time they 

finish primary school.

SMALL LEARNING GROUPS, CLOSE 

SUPERVISION - THE ENTIRE DAY   

Our bilingual homeroom teachers look after classes with an  
average of 20 students. With the exception of a few specialist 
lessons (music, religion, tai chi), the homeroom teachers spend the 
entire school day with their students, including at meal times. This 
allows for a good overview of each individual child – not only 
academically – and also gives the children the important feelings 
of comfort, safety and security early on.

Our classes are mixed-age - students spend two years learning 
and growing with the same teaching team. Younger children  
always have an experienced peer to look up to, while older  
students become role models and guides to their less experien-
ced classmates. Each year the roles are reversed - an important  
experience within the context of developing the whole child.

Our school is open from 7:00am for early morning supervision  
until 6:00pm when our club activities end. Lessons are from 
8:00am to 3:30pm, with early pick-up options on Tuesdays and 
Fridays at 2:45pm. Having a full academic day gives us the 
space and time needed for in-depth classroom projects, regular  
academic review and crucial recess and meal breaks. 

THE CHILD AT THE FOCAL POINT – 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT AND  

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT

Our objective is to enable every child to reach their full  
potential without being overburdened or underchallenged.  
Therefore, we focus on individualisation and differentiated  
learning within both small group and whole class environ-
ments. This can take the form of individual projects, enrichment,  
support, or the adjustment of assignments or objectives accor-
ding to students’ levels.

We have a comprehensive support programme in place,  
including English or German as an Additional Language,  
Mathematics and social skills. We continuously review our  
support system, including regular student assessment, to ensure 
we are best meeting each child’s individual needs.

While academic content is of course vital to our school, we 
are well aware that schools need to offer much more than 
just subject lessons – our aim is to truly develop the whole 
child. Children need the opportunity to be creative, to try out  
different activities and also to test their limits. Music, art and 
sport are important to daily school life, while extracurricular  
clubs enable children to experience a wide range of  
additional tactivities.

CREATE YOUR OWN IMPRESSION
Please do not hesitate to contact our Admissions Office to arrange an  

apppointment for a tour of our school or a discovery day for your child.

Telephone: +49 (0)221 31 06 34 – 219 • E-mail: admissions@if-koeln.de  

ViSdP: Internationale Friedensschule Köln gGmbH, Neue Sandkaul 29, D-50859 Köln 
Tel.: +49 (0) 221/31 06 34 -0, www.if-koeln.de, info@if-koeln.de
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MODERN EDUCATION FOR THE 

WORLD OF TOMORROW  

It is very hard to predict what the world will look like when today’s 
first-graders graduate from high school. We know that develop-
ments in technology and communication will continue to change 
professional sectors and workforces around the world, but there’s 
not much else we can be sure of. 

In order to give the children of today the best possible chance 
at success tomorrow, schools must offer much more than just  
standard academics. Students need to learn to ask the right  
questions, to think outside of the box, to be both team players and 
leaders and to communicate fluently across cultures and borders. 

It is our responsibility to best prepare our children for a world of 
unknowns - a world where lifelong learning will be indispensable 
and the opportunities and challenges global.

THE PYP MEETS THE NRW CURRICULUM

Cologne International School - Internationale Friedensschule  
Koeln - is an IB World School and a fully accredited German  
private school (Ersatzschule). We have developed our own,  
unique curriculum by integrating the learning objectives and 
requirements of North-Rhine Westphalia into the International  
Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme, allowing for an easy 
transition for both our local and international families. 

The IB PYP was founded with one major objective: to harness 
and further develop children’s natural curiosity. Research and  

discovery are at the focal point of each Unit of Inquiry, which 
links traditional academic subjects around a central theme.  
Transdisciplinary learning enables children to build on  
previous knowledge and experience, rather than teaching  
them skills out of context. Research has shown that the world is  
easier to comprehend once you see that everything is truly  
interconnected.

Our students are constantly encouraged to ask questions, share  
research and investigate how to find answers themselves.  
This makes learning so much more meaningful and fun!  
At the end of the primary programme, our fourth grade students 
are well-prepared to join either the German Gymnasium or the  
International Secondary School to continue on their path of  
learning and self-discovery.

ASK QUESTIONS – INQUIRE –  

TAKE ACTION

Every unit is a learning cycle which starts with a question and  
answer session, where students think about what they already 
know and what they would like to learn - an important condition 
for successful learning. 

Our young researchers investigate resources both inside as well as 
outside of the classroom, in books, interactive media and through 
experimentation, acquiring knowledge and developing their sense 
of understanding each step of the way. Finally, we want all stu-
dents to reflect on what they have learned and how this applies to 
their world. This in turn leads to new questions and lines of inquiry. 

At the end of each unit, students are given the opportunity to pre-
sent what they have learned through projects, presentations, and 

assemblies. This, in addition to regular parent-teacher conferen-
ces, also gives parents insight into the learning goals of the class 
as well as an overview of their child’s progress.

EXPERIENCE DIFFERENT CULTURES: 

THINK GLOBALLY. AND LOCALLY.

Students at Cologne International School - Internationale  
Friedensschule Köln - have a very special and often unique 
opportunity: to meet and form friendships with children from  
different cultures and backgrounds. They are given the  
wonderful opportunity to learn about the world from a  
perspective beyond their familiar boundaries. This also  
helps children develop a better sense of themselves and their 
own culture and values. 

We teach students from more than forty  
different countries. As proud as we are to have such a  
diverse school population, we also recognize the importance  
of fostering roots to the local community. We celebrate  
local festivals and holidays - from St. Martin to Carnival - in  
the neighborhood, allowing our international students and  
their families to easily integrate into their new environment.  
Through active parent participation in school life, we embrace 
the opportunity to learn about other customs and traditions, 
giving our campus a truly international feeling.


